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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

Proverbs 8:22-36   Luke 4:1-13

The first clause of the creed - the shortest of the three clauses - is packed with things to think 

about.  Whole books have been written on it!  I want to do two things in the sermon.  I want to have 
a quick look at the almightiness of God and then have a look at God as creator of heaven and 

earth.  We might want to reflect a little on belief in God and the fatherhood of God when we come 
to the discussion afterwards.

 
It just so happens that today is the first Sunday in Lent when it is traditional to read the story of Je-

sus’ temptations.  But how relevant that reading is to this clause of the Creed – because the story 
is essentially about the lure of power and that lure is as prevalent now as it was in Jesus’ day.  

Think about the temptations – the drive to find a quick fix never mind the consequences for other 
people or for the earth - so long as I get fed: to lord it over others - the wealthy over the poor, the 

strong over the weak with the gap ever widening between them: to reserve for ourselves a fa-
voured status, children of God, exclusive of others.  These are all related to power and power is 

something we crave as human beings – it is about god, a false god and it is idolatrous.   Jesus’ an-
swers point away from himself to God. He doesn’t at this stage say anything about the kind of 

power God exercises but once he begins his ministry and he begins to tell stories about the King-
dom of God that say something about what God is like and he begins to heal the sick and shows 

what really matters to God and you see the way he seeks out those on the margins of society as 
being special in the eyes of God, you begin to get a picture of a very different kind of divine power.  

Yes, there are portrayals of God as a warrior God in the Bible but so too are there pictures of a 
God whose judgement is merciful, who continually holds out new possibilities for living that are 

wholesome and reverse the expectations of the powerful. Not for nothing has the Pope designated 
this year, the Year of Mercy. It is a very healthy corrective to a false idea we perpetuate about God.

Is God almighty?  Jurgen Moltmann is a German theologian, now in his 80s and perhaps the one 

who has most influenced my thinking over the years since I was a student.  He has just written a 
book entitled The Living God and the Fullness of Life.  One question he asks is: ’Is God almighty?’.  

Here is how he concludes the section:
 

! …God’s readiness to suffer begins with God’s resolve to create the world, and with the !
! divine love for those God has created on this earth.  The power of the living God does not !

consist in God’s keeping everything in ‘absolute dependence’; it is in the fact that God ! ‘bears’ !
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everything [all things] in endless patience, thereby creating a space for them and !! leaving 

them time to develop in freedom.  That is important for understanding what ! ! creation 
means.

And there we have our link with God as creator of heaven and earth. Here my influence is the Or-

thodox Church.  Orthodox theology always begins with the doctrine of creation.  The effect of this is 
substantial.  It means that from the very beginning there is a sense of ‘we are all in this together’ - 

and not just all we humans are in this together, but all of creation. So you start from a sense of 
solidarity - solidarity of humankind - created each in the image and likeness of God, male and fe-

male. And solidarity with all living creatures that share this planet with us and solidarity with the 
cosmic home in which we are set - the air we breathe, the land that produces plants to sustain life 

on earth and the providence of the sea and the vast expanses of space.  In Orthodox theology you 
begin with creation - the creation that God made and which was declared ‘good’.  Here everything 

is connected because everything is understood in relationship with God as an interdependent 
whole.  

I had the privilege of hearing the Ecumenical Patriarch give a lecture towards the end of last year.  

His All Holiness, Bartholomew III, has been talking about the negative effects of human activity on 
the environment and climate change for many years - long before it was fashionable to do so. To-

day he describes the refugee crisis as a world-wide economic and social crisis, crucially, a crisis of 
solidarity. For the Ecumenical Patriarch the ecological crisis is related to the ethical challenges of 

eliminating poverty and advocating human rights.  Global warming, he says, is a moral crisis re-
quiring a radical change of mindset.  Polluting creation, he says, is a sin.

I chose the version of the creation story found in the Book of Proverbs - because it is perhaps the 

least well known and because of the role given to wisdom. There are echoes of the pre-existent 
Word that was in the beginning with God, was God, and became incarnate and dwelt among us - 

the incarnation story of John’s Gospel.  And it also has an echo of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 
where again the expectation of a powerful, all-knowing God is turned on its head and the wisdom 

of God is found to be foolishness in human eyes, and the power of God is seen as weakness and 
the focus is put on the vulnerable people on the margins.  

Together, heaven and earth, fill the space that God has created. Out of love God pours life in a 

movement that brings into being something that is not God. God not only loves creation into being. 
God continues to love and sustain it in being, offering ever new possibilities which in turn give 

cause for celebration of life, life in all its fulness. Moltmann makes an interesting point.  In the Old 
Testament, awareness of the nearness of God in creation did not lead, as so often in Christian his-
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tory, to silence and supplication.  It led to dancing and singing, to festival, to liveliness and joy.  

Creation - heaven and earth - are for enjoying as gifts of the living God. 

Now you will rightly say - but what of the awful things that happen?  Well, it’s important first to un-
derstand that the creation is in relationship with God - it is separate from God, something God 

loves into being that is not God and into which God comes in very specific and limited ways.  And 
that means there are places of utter godforsakeness.  What we have are intimations of God in 

creation - glimpses, if you like - places in which God can be said to be present but in a way that 
keeps God distinguished from creation - in the awesome beauty of creation, whether it is the gran-

deur of the big picture or the minutest of details, the variety of colours, music, he continuing adapt-
ability and development of species and in humankind, made to reflect the glory of God in so many 

different ways and supremely in Jesus Christ.  If you can imagine it.  God, exercising freedom, 
makes space for something that is not God, namely creation.  And in so doing God also gives free-

dom to what is created - freedom to change and grow (i.e. to be alive) and freedom of choice, spe-
cifically so in humankind.  Now while God can be held responsible for human freedom, God cannot 

be held responsible for our human misdemeanours. (Moltmann p50)  We are not toys in God’s 
hands.  Our freedom is real freedom. And in freedom we can be open or closed to wisdom as a 

divine attribute as we seek to respond to God in solidarity with the whole of creation.  By the same 
token, there is a freedom in other parts of creation. Scientists talk of randomness in matter - so 

there can be mutations for good or ill.  The thing about God as creator is that there are always new 
possibilities, new opportunities offered.   The focus is on our potential - what we can become, and 

what creation can become, if our lives reflect the wisdom of God. 

Believing in God as creator of heaven and earth is not some academic, speculative musing. Nor is 
it some fairy tale that is no longer relevant to a scientific age.  It is absolutely bound up with who 

we are as woman and men created in the image of God and how we respond. At our best that will 
include worship first of all, certainly, but also a response that shouts out against injustice and pov-

erty, that seeks to persuade the world’s leaders to pursue pathways to peace that do not leave 
hundreds of thousands of people without food and shelter, that shines a spotlight on the dark trade 

of human trafficking and the exploitation of women and children in industries the world over, and 
the practices that leave the land infertile and the air polluted.  And it will be a humble response. be-

cause we are caught up in it al whether we like it or not.  

But belief in God the creator, is belief in a living God who presents ever new possibilities. It allows 
us to keep going, not to lose faith, to give thanks that we are not defined by our past and the things 

that have gone wrong but by our potential, new very morning in the providence of God.
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At the end of the Bible there is one, last creation story. It is the picture of the fulfilment of creation, 

transformed and reborn.  It is cast in the language of poetry: 
! Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth for the first heaven and the first earth had !

! passed away and the sea was no more.…’ 
! See, the home of God is among mortals

! He [God] will dwell with them
! they will be his [God’s] peoples 

! and God himself will be with them. 
! Death will be no more

! mourning and crying and pain will be no more
! for the first things have passed away.  (Rev 21:3-4)

That is the vision that drives us still to care, to choose what is life-affirming and to decry what is 

life-denying.  It is ultimately what it means to believe in God, maker of heaven and earth. 

And so may glory be given to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be forever, world without end.  Amen
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